


1 Corinthians 13:4b-5a (NIV) 

Love is not … boastful
or proud or rude.



“Finally, and climactically, we come to

love. Think of the wonderful poem that

we call 1 Corinthians 13 … The poem

itself is complete, and exquisite.”
-N.T. Wright



1 Corinthians 13:1-7 (NIV)
1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of 

angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a 

noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of 

prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret 

plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had 

such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t 

love others, I would be nothing. 3 If I gave 

everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed



1 Corinthians 13:1-7 (NIV)
my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love 

others, I would have gained nothing.
4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or 

boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand its 

own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of 

being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice 

but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love 

never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, 

and endures through every circumstance.



1 Corinthians 13:4b-5a (NIV) 

Love is not … boastful
or proud or rude.



• Boastful: “be a windbag,” 

offensive



• Boastful: “be a windbag,” 

offensive

• Rude: “behave shamefully 

or disgracefully,” 

indecent, dishonorable



1 Corinthians 11:22b (NIV)

Do you despise the church of God by humiliating 

those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? 

Shall I praise you? Certainly not in this matter!



• Boastful: “be a windbag,” 

offensive

• Rude: “behave shamefully 

or disgracefully,” 

indecent, dishonorable

• Proud: “puffed up,” 
arrogant



1 Corinthians 8:1b (NIV)

Yes, we know that “we all have knowledge” about 

this issue. But while knowledge makes us feel 

important, it is love that strengthens the church.



1 Corinthians 8:11 (NIV)

So because of your superior knowledge, a weak 

believer for whom Christ died will be destroyed.







“It is so easy to slip into ‘right thinking’ mode – that 

we have arrived at full faith. We know what church 

God goes to, what Bible translation God prefers, 

how God votes, what movies God watches, and 

what books God reads. We know the kinds of 

people God approves of. God has winners and 

losers, and we are the winners, the true insiders. 

God likes all the things we like. We speak for God 

and think nothing of it.” 

-Peter Enns




