Acts 17:16-28 New International Readers Version (NIrV)

7 Paul was waiting for Silas and Timothy in Athens. He was very
upset to see that the city was full of statues of gods. 7So he went
to the synagogue. There he talked both with Jews and with Greeks
who worshiped God. Each day he spoke with anyone who hap-
pened to be in the market place. ® A group of Epicurean and Stoic
thinkers began to argue with him. Some of them asked, “What is
this fellow chattering about?” Others said, “He seems to be telling
us about gods we've never heard of.” They said this because Paul
was preaching the good news about Jesus. He was telling them
that Jesus had risen from the dead. ? They took him to a meeting
of the Areopagus. There they said to him, “What is this new teach-
ing you're giving us? 2° You have some strange ideas we've never
heard before. We would like to know what they mean.” 2 All the
people of Athens spent their time talking about and listening to
the latest ideas. People from other lands who lived there did the

same.

22Then Paul stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus. He said,
“People of Athens! | see that you are very religious in every way.

23 As | walked around, | looked carefully at the things you worship. |
even found an altar with ' TO AN UNKNOWN GOD’ written on it.
So you don't know what you are worshiping. Now | am going to tell

you about this 'unknown god.’

24“He is the God who made the world. He also made everything in
it. He is the Lord of heaven and earth. He doesn't live in temples
built by human hands. % He is not served by human hands. He
doesn’t need anything. Instead, he himself gives life and breath to
all people He also gives them everything else they have. 2 From
one man he made all the people of the world. Now they live all
over the earth. He decided exactly when they should live. And he
decided exactly where they should live. 7 God did this so that peo-
ple would seek him. And perhaps they would reach out for him and
find him. They would find him even though he is not far from any of
us. 2‘In him we live and move and exist.” As some of your own po-

?

ets have also said, ‘We are his children.”
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Take notes by drawing or writing key
words from the sermon.
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How can you grow in your relationship with Jesus? Draw or write your answer.
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