2 Samuel 12:1-15 New International Reader’s Version (NIrV)

' The LORD sent the prophet Nathan to David. When Nathan came
to him, he said, “Two men lived in the same town. One was rich. The
other was poor. > The rich man had a very large number of sheep
and cattle. 3But all the poor man had was one little female lamb. He
had bought it. He raised it. It grew up with him and his children. It
shared his food. It drank from his cup. It even slept in his arms. It

was just like a daughter to him.

4“One day a traveler came to the rich man. The rich man wanted to
prepare a meal for him. But he didn’t want to kill one of his own
sheep or cattle. Instead, he took the little female lamb that
belonged to the poor man. Then the rich man cooked it for the

traveler who had come to him.”

5David was very angry with the rich man. He said to Nathan, “The
man who did this must die! And that'’s just as sure as the LORD is
alive. © The man must pay back four times as much as that lamb was

worth. How could he do such a thing? And he wasn't even sorry he
had done it.”

7Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! The LORD, the God
of Israel, says, ‘| anointed you king over Israel. | saved you from
Saul. ¢ gave you everything that belonged to your master Saul. |
even put his wives into your arms. | made you king over all the peo-
ple of Israel and Judah. And if all of that had not been enough for
you, | would have given you even more. ? Why did you turn your
back on what | told you to do? You did what is evil in my sight. You
made sure that Uriah, the Hittite, would be killed in battle. You took
his wife to be your own. You let the men of Ammon kill him with
their swords. ©So time after time members of your own royal
house will be killed with swords. That's because you turned your

back on me. You took the wife of Uriah, the Hittite, to be your own.’

"“The LORD also says, ‘| am going to bring trouble on you. It will
come from your own family. | will take your wives away. Your own
eyes will see it. | will give your wives to a man who is close to you.
He will sleep with them in the middle of the day. > You committed
your sins in secret. But | will make sure that the man commits his

sins in the middle of the day. Everyone in Israel will see it.””

13 Then David said to Nathan, “I| have sinned against the LORD.”
Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You aren’t
going to die.  But you have dared to show great disrespect for the
LORD. So the son who has been born to you will die.”

5 Nathan went home. Then the LORD made David’s child very sick.
That was the child David had by Uriah'’s wife.
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