2 Samuel 20:1-7 New International Readers Version (NIrV)

' An evil man who always stirred up trouble happened to
be in Gilgal. His name was Sheba, the son of Bikri. Sheba
was from the tribe of Benjamin. He blew his trumpet. Then
he shouted,

“We don't have any share in David's kingdom!
Jesse’s son is not our king!

Men of Israel, every one of you go back home!”

2 So all the men of Israel deserted David. They followed
Sheba, the son of Bikri. But the men of Judah stayed with
their king. They remained with him from the Jordan River all

the way to Jerusalem.

3David returned to his palace in Jerusalem. He had left ten
concubines there to take care of the palace. He put them in
a house and kept them under guard. He gave them what they
needed. But he didn't sleep with them. They were kept
under guard until the day they died. They lived as if they

were widows.

4 The king said to Amasa, “Send for the men of Judah. Tell
them to come to me within three days. And be here your-
self.” 5 So Amasa went to get the men of Judah. But he took

longer than the time the king had set for him.

¢David said to Abishai, “Sheba, the son of Bikri, will do more
harm to us than Absalom ever did. Take my men and go after
him. If you don't, he'll find cities that have high walls around
them. He'll go into one of them and escape from us.” 7 So
Joab's men marched out with the Kerethites and Pelethites.
They went out with all the mighty soldiers. All of them were
under Abishai’'s command. They marched out from Jerusalem
and went after Sheba, the son of Bikri.
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